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er To avoid the Trouble of frequent Notes, it is auſicient to 
obseroe, that Patsages within inverted Commas, are either 
entire Quotations, or partial Allusions to the Bible, Shakespear, - 


Horace, Virgil, Junius, Gibbon, Pope, Soame FR 
and \ gens to the ee and Roman mo 


Minute References to particular Parts of the . 3 
Books, would be a Reflection on the learned and reverend Body, 
to whom they are addressed: To. thote few, if any such there 
are, who have had neither Lecure, nor 1 weigh to "on them, 


the Author has pad to 5 
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TRY. THE SPIRITS WHETHER n ARE OF 


Oo . 

» . / 6 , * 

£ L . "Ro WI >- _ F a 2 
- 1 7 = ” #F q # ; "” o 


k- Þ 333 
S 


F AVOR | me, I entreat you, Reverend Bre- 
thren, with your Indulgence, if I deviate, some- 


what, from the beaten Tract, which is usually i 


followed on Occasions similar to the present. 


The leading Features of our Duty are too well 


known to the enlightened Character, Who hath 
called us together here, and to the Audience 
I have, now, the Honor to address, to offer 


any Thing new, on that Head, to your Notice, 


15 this Day. The Subject, however, to be dis- 


cussed, is 80 intimately connected with all our 


Christian Duties, and, consequently, with the 


dearest Interests of Society, that I solicit your 
Attention while I state my Thoughts with 


Diffidence, and pursue them with F orbearance. 


The various Opinions, which by Turns have 


. in different Ages, and are, still, 


Aantine on the Surface of the World, each 
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making positive Claims to Truth, multiply 
the Difficulties of a Mind not disposed to © be- 
lieve every Spirit, but, to try the Spirits whether 
They be of God.” 
As various Ways to eternal Life are recom- | 
mended by learned Christians of opposite Per- 
suasions: As one must be more acceptable to 
the Almighty than the rest, so it is a Matter 
of the most delicate Perplexity, especially to 
the Ministers of the Gospel, and, to such 
amongst them, who are only in the Morning 
of their Labors, it is more and more interest- 
ing still to fix on that, which Reason and Re- 
ligion conjointly recommend. | 
Whatever Principles we embrace, whether = 
relating to Church or State, we are sure to be 
condemned by some Party or other of zealous 
Christians. One Says, lo! here 1s Christ ! 
Another, lo there! One Church, during se- 
veral succeeding Ages, invested with vast 
temporal Dominion (for wise Reasons, no 
Doubt, best known to the supreme Governor 
of the Universe) in the Plenitude of self 
Estimation, extended her baneful Arm over 
the deluded Inhabitants of Europe, brought 
even Monarchs of distant Nations from their 
Thrones, prostrate at her Altars, and perse- 
cuted all, whose Tenets differed from her own 
as Hereticks: Another, more kindly, spares 
them in this World, but dooms them to perish 
everlastingly in the next: Some, again, assert 
the absolute Sufficiency of human Reason: 
Others, it's total Incapacity: Some build en- 
tirely upon Faith without any Reference to 


1 a Works; and declare the Merits of Christ, 


without 


. 


without any of our own, are all we have to 
trust to: Some enforce Morality as alone suf- 
ficient, without the meritorious Attonement 
of a glorified Messiah to ensure us a happy 
Immortality: Others, modestly assuming the 
Title of Elect, exclaim, you must be chosen 
from all Eternity, or must perish everlastingly. 
Noe, as it is impossible to assent to all these 
Propositions, it must be, and indeed it ought 
to be a Matter of great Concern, more espe- 
cially to those, whose Province it is to culti- 
vate the Morals of the People, not to fall into 
any perilous Delusion. Vain, indeed, would 
be the Attempt, within the narrow Limits of a 
Sermon, to investigate the various Errors, 
and display the several Excellencies of every 
Sect. There is one, however, by far more 
predominant than the rest, to which, with the 
utmost Deference and Respect, I wish to at- 
tract your Attention. Having passed several 
Years amongst the Disciples of this Class, 1 
Shall be excused, I trust, if in endeavouring 
to point out the defective Parts of their Doc- 
trine, I forget not to do Justice to their Vir- 
tues, suggest what would better become our 
Ministry, and be no Disgrace to our Esta- 8 
blishment. T7: 
The Persons, to a I allude, sprang up 
at Oxford about 60 Years ago, and scattered 
abroad their ambiguous Tenets,”” under the Con- 
duct of two Persons, sufficiently eminently in 
their Way. Their Ministers are, now-a-Days, 

pretty well educated. Such as receive Epis- 


copal Ordination, at least, profest themselves 


Advocates for the Articles, and Friends to the 
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dinate Teachers are generally Men of no liberal, 
Education; but, the whole Class, Priest and 
People, one and all, assume an Air of external 
Sanctity, and positively pretend, like the cele- 


brated Impostor of Arabia, to derive their 
| ministerial Abilities from special Communica-' 


tion with the Holy-Ghost. Al their Actions, 
private and public, good and bad, are attributed, 
to his immediate Influence. In every Pursuit 
they assert that the Glory of God is' their 


ultimate End aud Aim.” Taking some Expres- - 


sions, highly. figurative, in the Gospels, in a 
literal Sense, and construing them in a Man- 


ner extremely accommodating to the human 


Passions, they fairly make out that Salvation 
is to be attained by Faith only, without any 
Regard whatever to good Works. However 


extravagant this may appear, it is rational in 


Comparison of another Tenet, the most de- 
lusive, the most dangerous, the most shock- 


ing that ever flattered the Heart of Man, a 


Doctrine $0 inconsistent, so contrary to the 
Purity of Christ's Religion, that I cannot con- 


descend to cite any Passages to confute it, or, 


to use any Arguments to expose it's Futility. 
It is this: “ The Necessity of Sin, that God's 


Grace may abound. The most zealous Advo- 


cates proceed still further: They. positively 


assert no Man can become a true Disciple of 


Christ, unless he hath first been a Devotee of 


Satan. These Notions, so flattering to the 


Dis position of Mankind, never fail to gain a 


Horde of Proselytes, in every Place, where 
they are inculcated, and, are in Fact, what 
c chere 
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| there is no Difficulty in believing, the fruitful 


Source of Half the Evils which rise up to 
alarm and afflict the World. Whatever falls 


out, either in the ordinary Course of God's 


Providence, or, through the Administration 
of Man, whether detrimental to the Interest 


of an unoffending Individual, or, injurious t0 


the common Welfare of the State, is imme- 
dilately attributed to the Agency of a superior 
Power, with some such Ejaculation as this, 
« The Will of the Lord be done.” Nor is this 
peculiar to the poor ““ untutored Man” only, | 
but, they, whose Minds have been civilized 

by Science, and enlightened in the Regions of 
Improvement, are equally infected yith it. 
Hence it comes to pass, that the purest of all 
Religions is perverted to sanction Deeds the 
most atrocious. An Example of this Sort, 
disgraceful, in the extreme, to the Clerical 
Function, occurred at a Place within the Me. 
. mory of many here, which, though remote by 
the Distance of about 40 Southern Miles, will 


never be forgotten so long as the true Spirit 


of the Gospel continues to be preached amongst 
us, or a Spark of Virtue continues to be che- 
rished in the World. I not only think it in- 


_cumbent upon me, as 2 Ubristian Minister, to 
notice this; but, wish it had ever fallen to my 


Lot to have expressed my Disapprobation in 


that very Part of the Diocese, which had been 
80 LS disgraced by the Commission of it. 


The Tenor of the English Law, though, in 
this Instance, inadequate to the good it was 


. intended to promote, cannot be sufficiently a 
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plauded, for it reposes a iberal Degree 125 


2M wk EI Confidence 
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Confidence in the Clergy, which no wise Le- 
gislature could ever suppose them capable of 
abusing. Can you, beloved, who * believe 
not every Spirit, can you conceive any Thing 
more inconsistent with the Character of a 
Christian Minister, than for one of our own 
Establishment, neither compelled by Need, 
nor pressed by the Exigencies of a Family, 
one, who professes to propagate the sound 
Doctrines of Christianity, not merely within 


the Precincts of his own Village, but,“ to add 


undo the Faith, daily, from every Quarter, such 
as would be saved, to accept of Preferment in 
the Church from a Layman, under an Agree- 
ment, perfectly well understood, of resigning 
as soon as ever the Person, in whom the Right 
of Presentation was vested, could dispose of 
it in a Manner suitable to the Poverty of his 
Condition. When Things were properly ar- 
ranged, after the Expiration of a Year, the 
Incumbent, being requested to resign, not 
only not refused, but, positively pretended to be 
shocked at the Supposition of being capable of 
deserting a Station, to which he pleaded a 
righteous Call from the Almighty. In Vindi- 
cation, it was alledged, that it did not militate 
"against the civil Law. Be it so! But, will any 
one, , endowed with the common Faculty of 
Gy distinguishing right from wrong, will any one 
of vou, beloved, venture to assert, such an 
Action is not directly opposite to the moral 


Law of God? Unless this, and such-like Ex- | 


© amples are discountenanced, and held up to 
Posterity as Monuments to deter, what? what 
is to be =. e from, young People in the 
9.7, BY | 1 lower 
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lower Grades of Life, whose Abilities do not 
enable them „ to try the Spirits, whose 
Hearts are open to the very first Impressions, 
whose Minds are easily binn by any Object 
that assails them? ; 
- Another Peculiarity in this Sect, to be attri- 
buted rather to a Misconception of the mild 

and indulging Spirit of Christianity, than to 
any Intention to do wrong, is an extreme Au- 


sterity in renouncing almost all Kinds of inno- 


cent and social Gratifications, which are not 
only not forbidden, but, unless taken to Excess, 
conduce, in a Variety of Ways, to the well- _ 
being of Society. Without adducing Arguments _ 
to prove the Impolicy of this Opinion, I can- 
not hesitate to declare it directly contrary to 
the Temper of our Religion, and to agree with 
a sensible and serious Writer, who, in the 
Sincerity of his Heart, speaking of the easy 
and comfortable Condition of the present Chris- 
tians, says, it is rather an Indication of the 
prosperous Condition, than of the corrupt State 
of the Gospel, which, like the Sun in the open 
Firmament of Day, „ sbeds it's genial Rays 
upon the bumble Cottage of the poor Man, as 
ell as upon the golden "Pulote of the King.” 
Having, thus, endeavored to show, what I 
conceive [mperfections, in their religious Sys- 
tem, I, now, hold myself bound by the Prin- 


cCiples of that Church of which I have the Honor 


to be a Member, but, above all, out of Rever- 
ence to Him, who hath redeemed me, and all 
Mankind, who commandeth me to love even 
mine Enemies; and 8 has good unto those | 


booty 
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Har- aro- tbe Household of Fuitb, to notice 
their good Qualities also. 

The foremost of these must be obvious, to 


the - most, superficial Observer. It is an ex- 
treme Zeal in that very Cause they have un 


dertaken to; maintain. Having once enlisted 
under tbe Banners of the Cross, no Hard- 
chip is too sev ere to be endured; no Difficulty 


too great to be overcome. To. every Duty, 


even the most minute, which they conceive 


acceptable to the Will of the blessed Jesus, it 
.enjoins a Regularity almost invariable. In the 
Observation ef the Sabbath, especially, one 


cannot but applaud their most scrupulous Punc- 


-tuality which pervades equally all Ranks, not 


the Ministers, and Persons in the upper Walks 
of Life only, but the poorest and most ignorant 


Disciple, whether resident in any distant Vil- 
lage, or situate near the Conventicle, is equally 


attentive in fulfilling this Duty ---a Duty sacred 


to his Saviour, important to his Country, and 
interesting to himself. Whatever, then, may 
be the Defects. in some Parts of their re- 
ligious System, yet, in this they cannot be 
too much applauded, which leads to make an 
Observation, in which, no Doubt, I shall. he | 
joined by every liberal Member of our Sion, 
that the highest Degree of Commendation i is 
due to those Sect or Party, whatever it is, 


Which from a conscientious Principle, endea- 


vors to live up to it's Rules, and to preserve 
late. it's Decrees. Happy, indeed, should 
I be to advance 80 much tor the Members of 
our own Establishment; but, in this Respect, 


: | | the Class of. Feragns alluded to have the 
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0 1 and Vantage of us all. Far be 

it from me, intentionally - to offend any one, 
but, if, in trying the Spirits” within the fair 
Outlines of one's Duty, it is possible to offend 
any, I am neither ann nor afraid to offend 
„ Rü 
Several are the existing Causes 8 in 
some cooler, though; I hope not very distant 
Hour,. may be. removed by a temperate and 
wise Legislator. These, if not separately 
felt, undoubtedly conduce, in a collective 
Sense, to render the Ecclesiastical Establishs 
ment of less Consequence in the public Eye, 
than the original Goodness of it's Institution, 
divested of it's Imperfections, justly entitles 
it to expect. The first, and what has long ago 
attracted the Notice of all Parties, a Griev- 
ance, grounded on incontrovertable Facts, is 
the disproportionate Value of Preferments, 

which, as it is to be ;“ attributed solely to tbe 

despotic Violence of that capricious Tyrant,” ' 
whose Merits, in the flattering Language of 
the Day, entitled him to the Appellation of 
Defender of the Faith; but from whose 
Vices rather we derive the Blessings of the 
Reformation, it cannot be supposed I intend 
even the smallest Reflection on those, in whom 
the Right of Presentation is vested. As bad 
and barren Soils yield tasteless and scanty 
Fruits, so this fundamental Evil produces 

like wise unprofitable Effects. Sometimes from 
the extreme Scantiness of the Endowment: 
often from the Avarice of the over-rich In- 
cumbent ; and the consequent Indigene of our - 
Br ethren, it comes to Pass, that the Care of 
FED | : too 
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too many Churches devolves on one single 

Person. The Consequence is notorious ; the 
Duty is either totally neglected, mutilated to 
private Convenience, or performed at such 
unseasonable Hours, as renders it inconvent-. 
ent, if not impossible for those, who are una- 
voidably engaged in domestic Pursuits, to at- 
tend. This is not all. Not the regular Ser- 
Vice only is thus improperly performed, but, 
the matrimonial and baptismal Duties, nay, 
what I conceive of no trivial Consequence, the 
last serious Offices * to the Dead, are hurried 

over in such irreverent Haste, that the true 
Spirit of Devotion is utterly lost, and, conse- 


During the pure and happy Æra of the R. R. P. no Part of 
their religious Ceremonies was more strictly eultivated. It does not 
appear that any Nation of Antiquity, more or less civilized, has 
been deficient in this Particular. If, therefore, the unenlightened 
_ Pagans, when only a small Ray of Divine Light glimmered on the 
World, were so scrupulously exact in the Performance of their 
Funeral Rites, what, allow me to ask, will be required of us, upon 
whom the last Days are come; when the bright Day of Chris- 
tianity is rising fast to it's Meridian Height, to illumine with it's 
unrivalled Splendor every Nation under Heaven? 5 

The Author, therefore, earnestly submits to the dispassionate 
M. ind of every considerate and well- disposed Minister of God, the 
absolute Necessity of paying more than ordinary Attention to the 


- Funeral Service. He feels no Pride, claims no Merit, in thus 


publicly declaring in what Manner it is always performed within 


the Precincts of his own Church—not only over the rich Man, 


who is © cloathed in Purple and fine Linen,” but, over the Body, 
also, of the deserted Stranger. Having obtained a profound Si- 
lence, placed the Friends of the Deceased in a proper Situation, 


3 and arranged all Things in due Order, every one uncovered at all 


Times, and under any Sky, he repeats the Service, without Book, 


| 1 - as a sodemn Harangue to the Audience, who are always exceedingly | 


- attentive, raising or depressing, hastening or checking his Voice, 


e the Tone and Import of each Word and Sentence particularly 
ES... quently 


(39 
quently the Minds of the Audience are not 
impressed with that religious Awe, which the 


_  Sublimity of the Language, and the serious 


Nature of the Subject, are calculated to excite. 
Hence are we not exposed to the Censure of 
the Disaffected, to the Anger of the Ignorant, 
and to the ill-will of all? To such of us as are 
now descending towards the Evening of Life, 

nothing need be safd; but, to the young and 
inconsiderate Minister, for such, without any 
uot Reflection, there is and ever will be, 


amongst every Class of Men, I. particularly, 5 


| address myself. 
One Moment's Reflection will surely be suf · 
ficient to awaken us from our Lethargy, to 


animate our Ambition, and to teach us to con- 


duct ourselves lowly, reverently, and assidu- 
ously, at all Times, more especially in the 
Presence of That Being, whose“ Eye runs to 
and fro throughout the whole Earth,” and more 
especially before his People, when called up 
to the Performance of any: Solent Acts of our 


Profession. 


When, may I be allowed to ables are the 
guilty Passions of Mankind more likely to be 
repressed, than at the last awful Ceremony of 
com mitting our dearest Relations to the Dust? 
Many a Time, let us conceive, while this Ser- 
vice has been performed in a Manner suitable 
to the elevated Sublimity of the Subject, has 
the hardened Sinner been checked in his mad 
Career, awakened to a Sense of his impending 

Danger, and, excited by the pious Earnestness 
of the Priest, in an Instant, to lay” the Fon 
en, . ö future e e nn fot ow 


5 come our own Establishment. 
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= i negligent in this important Part of our 


Conduct, and thinking, so long as our Duty is 


lone, it matters not how; if we relax a-while, 


first in one Instance, and then in another, in 
what, perhaps, we are pleased to think less 
momentous Branches of our Trust; what do 


ve We meet the Destroyer with open Arms, 


we court our qwn Ruin; like bad and careless 
Shepherds, we justly provoke the Displeasure 
of our Master, by suffering the Flocks, com- 
mitted to our Care, to be alarmed at every 
lawless Invader, to be scattered abroad; to be 


Tuined and undone. For ought we know, per- 
haps let slip, through our very Negligence, 


the one only Opportunity, providentially prof- 
fered us, of converting the Infidel, of awaken- 
ing the Inattentive, of.confirming -the-Wavers 

ing, or of softening the Obdurate: We do 
Violence to the sacred Interest of Religion, 
and commit such an Offence against the most 
High, as (far be it from me to judge others 

Feelings by my own) no future Merits of our 


oyn can ever sufficiently atone for. 


In this Manner, Reverend e e 3 
1 endeavored to discharge the Duty suggested 


in the cogent Language of the Text. If, in 
any Thing above advanced, I seem to have 5 


treated my disgenting Brethren with Uncha- 
ritableness; they wilh I trust, do me the Jus- 


tice to recollect, that I have not. e rpg to 
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In this Manner, Beloved, have 1 3 
| Miſ-preat Submission to every one of you, to 
. a it what to mg. ears defective amongst 
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ourselves. If, in 80 o doing. it should seem +. 
have transgressed the accustomed Outlines of 


what is prescribed on like Occasions, [ hope to I 


de indulged with this Apology. 50 
As many Suns have revolved over ny Head” 

Since I entered the Vineyard of my Lord, in 
whose Sight, I am conscious, I have not been 
an Idle, I trust not altogether unprofitable 
Spectator ; as „ the lengthening Shadows, fore: 
warn us of approaching Night ;”* as © every 
envious Year detracts Somewhat from the Life of 
Man; just so, I am admonished by the Toh | 
pulse of my own Mind, of having passed the 
Meridian of my Day. 

These public Opporthaities cannot be, often, 
individually proffered us. I thought it, theres 
fore, an incumbent” Duty, wishing to give no 
Offence in any Thing, to avail myself of this, 
which has occurred, of presenting you, Rever- 
end and Beloved Brethren, with. these SMALL 
GENUINE EFFORTS or MY LABS. 
In fine, however necessary a sound Faith 
may be, unless it brings forth in us some 
Fruits of good Living. here, it cannot profit 
us hereafter. Highly does it concern all Men, 
more and more so still the Stewards of God's 
Words, *© to take Heed to their Mays, and to 
keep a charitable Guard upon their Tongus. 
A vast Degree of Unkindness has, in former 


. Times, which God be thanked is now wearing 


off, prevailed among us towards our dissenting 


Brethren, and from our dissenting towards 
ourselves. Let us, who pretend to be much 


better informed, let us reject so unchristian- 
like Deportment, | to imitate 3 
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Him 70. wdo as Mick and lowly of Work, 5 
and beseeching Him, who is the Author of 
every. good and of every perfect Gift, to end bis 
race unto us and to ull People, whereby we 
may be enabled to look forward without Terror 
to that Day, which is to dissolve our Connex- | 5 
ion with this, and to fit us for a better World. 
Let us fix our Attention on Objects, immortal 
and divine. Are we not all Laborers in the 
same Vineyard? Have we not the same glo- 
rious Object in Pursuit? born to the same 
natural Advantages, alike to die, alike =—_ = 
again from the dead? If other Sects, andgther 7. 5 
Men behave improperly, what is that to us? 
Leave them to their Folly. Eager Passions 
and violent Desires were not intended for the | 
Ministers of God. It is our Part to lose no 
Time, to let slip no Opportunity, of softening Y 
the Asperity of former Injuries, of advancing  _ 
the Interest of the present, and studying to be — 
useful to the succeeding Race. 
This is the Way, Beloved, to try the Spirits: 
This | is the Way to obtain a Crown far more 
valuable than the Prize which adorned the 
'Victor's Brow © on the Plains of Pisa or 
. a Crown that fadeth, that fadeth 


DD DIXI. - 


